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Meeting with people of Thailand
Satoko Iguchi

Are they looking at this beautiful moon now?

After I came back to Japan, I remember the people I met in Thailand every time I
look at the moon. Thailand is a close country, at the same time a far country. Now I
have strong feeling that they are friends who live in same Asia, on the earth, and I

feel sad because times have passed since I spend in Thailand.



Every time someone ask me “How was Thailand?”
I have answered “It is great ! I would like to go there again.”
I always replied so. However, words cannot express how wonderful those 15-days.
Those 15-days made me realize so many things.

On Aug.28, I came to Thailand for the first time. And I was surprised that
Bangkok is a big city. On that day, we had a dinner in the restaurant of Thai-foods
with Mr.Kawaguchi, a friend of Mr.Hara. That time, I heard about their youth.
Looking back on that day now, I was inspired at that time, and my “thinking” trip
started at that time. And I worshiped many church, I asked myself about my faith.

At BJCC in Bangkok, we attended at church school and worships.

At Chiang Mai, firstly we attended worship at Silom Bible School.

Next, we went to MCD, Payap University, where we attended worships four times.

After that, we moved to Chiang Rai, when we stayed one night at the Karen village

with Mr. Wichai, the principal of Sahasurtsuka School and Mr. Daye, the leader of

LAHU.

We attended worship at the Karen church.

Like this, we attended worships seven times in the fifteen days. After attending
these worships, I felt happiness for being able to share “faith”. Besides, “the life
with God” of ethnic people made me rethink the meaning of “with God”, and still
makes me think of the strength of “pray”.

By the way, there was another purpose for me. I am a member of Thai Project,
United Church of Crisis Japan, as well as being a student. This project is an activity
where we sell traditional cloth products made by women of the Karen and other
ethnic people. And we spend the profit to Thailand as scholarships for children and
for support for women ethnic people. Each of us live in different situation, but we
are same woman. I strongly feel a sense of solidarity with them. I was really happy
to meet them because I always wanted to meet them someday.

This kind of face-to-face encounter makes me ask myself about the relation
between me and other person through action of “meeting”. I realized the importance
of question myself. Even though the answer to this question might change in my

life, I would like to be a person who can question myself.

The moon is beautiful tonight. We live in the same Asia.

I think they are looking at the same moon.

I would like to show my deepest gratitude to everyone who was kindness in the



study tour, and I am very thankful to everyone I met in Thailand.

B LERYERY

sEaE M
=B o

BN, BT b Z2= i A, 8RR Aaey sl
T4 —TEHHLTLLZSY  BHEFESEE o 72F T
DHFIZ, BEHOBERLET, Orob LIEbRHIX
ZTDHZEDOHELL TR ONLESAANEL Z EB KDL, & TH
IR ST BN E A, FDEE, ZOREEND L THED S Z N TE TS
WTT, 724 A4 TOHSWEFOREZHARTHVAARNIEZA DI, ZOEZHE
WHZ LIl HEBoTnET,

DEN2BERIZEDHNEIZ, DI IRV NS EIERT L HORIICE
SN TOE, SESERACEMICE L HESWRFOERBRT LN TEE LT,
EHIZENLD DO EDNENENIT, AT BA~OZHEP RO NTENELT HH 0
TL7,

FAINFOCEIALOHEVWZEBE L TEATLZ LIE, RKE<42560 7,

O & o0, HELZRORE S TT, B Es THEDLLRWNE DX, #iCK
E<EIBODOFEMIL, BEVOLERE, KIF T EBnES, ik ELRE
ZZATBEVWREAGAF TLEDRITEI ZLZDOHON, BAWO NALEENTT
HEMUE L,

SlzoHiX, B EEBOH Y 5T, SEED G REERIFIICSET L 2 L AR
EHEWTIED Y FHEAN, HETHAN L, SNDFHIETF, EW0 ) BfRoE#RICH &
S ENS TFT~O—HFEEILZ, BEWEARA L LTEE L, NN T2 &
SHEEZHLAW, ZOE > T HICBE X TPRITUIR BN L& b THER
LE L7,

HooDlE, FUAMHERDOHY 5T, BHADT 4 —/N FIXRIIZHETT, £h
BB R EW) R T EBERLERA, RExENVa s THODTWEEWE
Students Christian Center |ZZ A «+ F U A MHZLEWVWIHIERABEZDOLD T, ZDOEIFE
BRI &L SRR I ORO~DIEE E L COBEHEISEZHF L TEbRE
Lice Fxr~A THIALEF =~ WA IZEZHE AR WEEFRBHOMS TH Y |
JVAF % U DHIRLTHRADNIZ L LW TEBLNET, T 71 Tl
BTN TEWDEIUNERIED 8L 72 b OB PN R 7 E AT T X NHSIT X
DETHN, TNETNOREOULE KU LTEHEEZIT-oChbinE Lz, HicEx

10



L7 CANORFH=—RUGEZ TN ZEREHTHY AT AOHEIHEHIETH
D, ZNENOBMEIFMHOEOE Y a U EZHZRICTIEIH L0, &6 L TNHEHIT
BELELE, ZLTENENDRHRD THLINDZIT, TOET CIISEIE LH A ONE
L7,

Koo, TEHEIOWRFHN=—XEFEIWNI HDON? EWVH Z & T, HEIKS
£ R CRIEROAGHEEO O D =— X300 L TS TW5D SRE L
ET, TIXIEALE Y DENS, FEHDOZODOFMELITMIZEA I M2 07 EHRIT. £
NSRRE R RBTZ T TR EL VW EB X ET, JERAME L TORDENRH S
ZELFDEIBRANDODIRNDNENTHDZ L, DBV ESI BN 2=
TA=DNBDI L, B UYLORDEVRH D Z L, I TANH O BEE L wTRENE
ZREHLTWSZ &, o ER, BOIRETDOL - LB RKUIRREIZ/RDDTIE/RNT
LEoh, ZOBEMDL, b Eidsthbobbo b [RFIC) FOEILERD D
EREUFELEL, EERERIMOLHBED XU A MEEHDL, T A OB T
WD BARIPRILD 7272 C, RIZIR 72 K 5 72 AR ORRIRI) = — X &M 7e N 6 EE S h
T MEEZFELE LT,

W, 2OV T —Z2emFEH L T2 0, 20 BHEROEWEAKERICE &S5 &
XTCHFREE LA I BIZENWTL & o (TF v ) FieAdls, Lol
LER LB ERBNET, HonE s TSN ELE,

B YT =l TS ST RTOHIC, EHERERH Y £9 X512,

Appreciations and Reviews
Hiroshi Endo

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciations for all who received us,
made us welcome with great hospitality, and looked after us when this occasion of
‘Thai Study Tour 2008’. We, maybe, might have much more gifts so good from you all,
rather than what we contributed so less. I hope that these reports are going to fill
those gaps even a little. And also, I am expecting it will be able to fill also little to

share our experiences in Thailand with our fellows in Japan.

The Study Tour was a great opportunity for us to have many studies, experiences,

and encounters during few weeks in Thailand. A lot of views and situations under
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the various contexts touched us while we could not settle down. Everything there

from first to last made us faced to multi-lateral questions.

Now I would like to share such questions and awareness of myself, from 4
viewpoints on outline like follows, which I had studied from my experiencing in
Thailand;

1; I was made recognized again how important an inter-action beyond nationality
and race is. Discovering something same or similar and oppositely something very
different between yours and ours, had made the minds of both opened and spread.
Most of all, I thought the facts of just touching each other as crossing over
nationality, race, and cultural background of each, lead our lives to be good and

right.

2; I think there must have been a certain issue of ‘Development and Over Seas
Assistance’ in the reality of Asia. Although I don’t want to deny the necessity of
economical assistances from ‘the developed countries’ to ‘the developing countries’,
however many cases of unilateral assistance from upper to lower, with both sides’
thoughts of ‘the North as upper’, and ‘the South as lower’, have ever and very often
spoiled both. So I was pointed through my studies by experiencing in my trip, that
today we’re certainly standing on a critical point, then that from here we both
should start to share the thoughts and the studies from each of contexts. That
means we should be considerable together about this issue, on a certain concept and

reality of ‘equality’ ,even between ‘the North’ and ‘the South’.

3; I was moved by the spread wings of Christian Mission in Thailand. I supposed the
mission fields are so multi-angled. That means the mission is not only to increase
the number of Christians. We stayed at The Students Christian Center in Bangkok
which owned by The Thai Christian Church as united church. This united church is
administrating various facilities for their mission, such as hospital, school, and so
on which have been taking responsibilities for multiple needs of their communities.
The Chiangmai YMCA where we stayed in Chiangmai is one of responsible
association for many communities, contributing various educational activities
without dependency on their participant’s religious backgrounds. And also their
works have been going on with many paid workers and volunteer workers with

various backgrounds of religion. As we were in Chiangrai, we visited Sahasartsuksa
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School which were founded by Baptist Church for the children from backgrounds of
hill tribes as minority, and we tried some of inter-cultural programs with the
children there. That school has one particular concept to promote their education
which was concerned with racial identity of each child.

Totally I was suggested there that the Mission of God leads us to be responsible for
human basic needs, throughout our lives with neighbor. I believe that’s the way to
follow Jesus. And the visions of ‘Kingdom of God’ preached by Jesus, show a part of
itself at each working, I felt. For every working is just a part, I think Christian

Mission has multi-formed outputs.

4; As the next, for 2 weeks in Thailand I had often asked to myself the question like
“what are the human basic needs?” At least I believed that our wealth and
happiness depend on not only economical advancing, in truth. So then depend on
what? ---So far as I am concerned for wealth and happiness in truth, we need face to
face understanding with neighbor based on equality, we need networks and
participating-communities based on such human relations, and we need
multi-cultural understanding, and still more, we need to be a person who is
handling his/her own purpose and possibility. Those are mostly necessary for us all
as human basic needs in my thoughts when reviewing our trip in Thailand.

All through the study tour I had been suggested every cross cultural action, every
overseas-assistance, and every missionary action around the human situation on
each contextual reality would have to be connected with our concern and

consideration for such human basic needs.

At the end of this report, I would like to express my gratitude from deep inside my
heart to Professor (Achan) Hara, for all of his efforts to produce our trip and to share
his living knowledge and wisdom which came from over 20 years experiences and

spirit of himself. Very much thankful for everything.

P.S. May God bless you all who related ‘“Thai Study Tour 2008’

13



H[CEZTRA ]
KNI Kith

(B AIAT> TCHBEER W, XA THEIEDL
LWiEERZ L7z, | £ 9 B o TSRO A X T
=T —IZBMLE LT, FEEIZ, A4T 44—V 7 —TOD
14 HEIZ ERICSEICTERWIZE, BV, EoTh - THHER., B2 AR
TL7,

LU, ZRTIEATS R0, EREAFRSS LA BLIZHXLTFIVWELE,
TRL7= B3B8 ENH 506172 9 EEZIXVWSTHL X A I1ATIHD, L, XA DA
HIIWOTH AARIRN D DT TRV, 2509 [ a3—/] TERWRE, ZoF
TORTHLO—THHZR SV, 2, #BRO T =7 TER< BEo T—7Ix
] ClIwrel FEEND, FOFELEWRE, WABXTZOERZ TWET,

A, BB RFARFICAZT 200, WA ROBETTE WD & ZAIFEALTHE
L7z, HETIZIE, &> THERRMBEROKERERMAH Y T3, FORXNHKHiZE LT
WAHAREAZIT, KFBIZHFELOLNTWA AL E AT LS ) L L, KEEMO
(&) LB > TV EHEETT, KEEMOEOH E V ICTEBRBIRE D720
W2, ZENPOTZS SADANELRAEEEY, sEASZTINMTNELL, LrL, D
FZik, TEHES> TFIW] ERETE-> T, o T AL N ET, HEIZEAT
WERE, ZOE I BRANTEBHIZE s THRMEAK U0 EZRATHET, [HE-TFS
Wo T, HEOANZ BT, AEARIMETHEES> TWAHDIZ - « - ] 8 HAA, FA
WCANEIEHET D L) REKREHY FHAL MOADIEY HEM > TWEo80 6 H
DEHA, LL, BXTEH b, TUIEMOEHOBLEIZETLHE & LTo £
RRFE ) TRl TIE RV EEnET,

LML, A TDO14HM, FAZEHITE-72TL X 9D, 72K SADOEIEDOST 25
I, AETHLRPoToHADBRIMN, A THEEDLANZHEZZOHTRT, 0
14 B, FAXED L IWTEZTZOTL X 90 FFF A THE-TEKANTBIC THEE
ST ELMERZEEATL, PEILERE T, BORAREY T, ?Tﬂﬁ%éé
RN L TS T ELEIC HE-T) ELMASAEFHEATLE, W, B
fROEEE L2 [HERE 1o, —KBEDAAyay | 50N, N asZ0OH
KFETE D Twﬁ%ﬁ‘wﬁwﬁﬂﬂ%@ DHR ) ENoTBIHEIL—TF— A B
VRO NSARASE DO UWIGE, ¥ A THE S TZKART EBEOKE, IT—HHC

14



EEIL7Z0, B CEPHALED, WANWAE XY, THHDOEWE (ZHRT,

MEE-S>T] THFXARVESLWVE LR,

FITERITFSOTETC XA THE ST XTOALELNL ZELTHED 806,
bbb TnaoiZtBoTnEd, 2 TlE, HRecid, BATED LS
IZAEZEDZON? ) &, FAE. A TOHEWE TRERO—FRJIE ] I3z L7z <
b FEHA, A THESTEENTEDLEA a—AREBRTHY VO TT, TTND
BT, ZOMOWTOEZ E—ABGRLENR AT TITZ ), ERVET, K
XA DKNTZDL ERIRFZIE, BFZF>T, BOoOEERENT T, HE-T] T
37, T—BIZAEZLY ] EEVEVDOTT, Y1OKNE=HBE, FELTEBLE.
Dol TRTOANEBLE, ZLTHIZLE>TWVOTHOZN>TWH AT=B &, HC
MHEW] ZEBOAEW, [T T570ic, fAZ, oA 24EE ) 2R LAR
HAEZTTWVWEET,

ZTOEICEZD I N FE BN, AROAST 4 =Y T —TOTTO [H
2V oD TT, RYIZ, 2K S0 THEW 277! L (DL UEET [HDY
mweEo 1)

Live Together!
Daichi Okawa

“I want to change myself in Thailand.” This is the main reason why I have
joined this Study Tour. Actually,14 days in Thailand, I experienced many many
wonderful, happy things.

But, how did I live in Thailand? I only Said “Work hard to live in Thailand” to my
Thailand’s friends. And, sometimes I said nothings to my Thailand’s friends.
Because, all experience in Thailand is too “Big”, “Heavy”, and too “Wonderful” for
me.

But, I want to live together, my friend. So I will live as looking for “Way of living
together” in Japan. Next time when I see Thailand’s Friend again, I won’t say “Work
hard to live in Thailand”, but I want to say “My friend, Live together in Thailand
and Japan, and in God!”

Now I think that this time 14 days Study Tour and all people, friend who I met in
Thailand gave me so wonderful gifts. Those are “meetings” and “smiles”. I thank for

all and so many “meetings” and “smiles” in Thailand.
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Thailand — Can | change myself after this tour?

Megumi Kaneko

This travel was the second time I had been abroad. The first trip gave me the
experiences as the urban life in Australia when I was a student of elementary school.
The study tour for Thailand in this time was obviously different from that one.

Though I didn’t know anything about Thailand and had no certain aim of
studying at first, I had looked forward to this study tour. After the trip I found
myself that I had always had an objective viewpoint at every scene in that country. I
think the tour has the power of changing one’s view of life. Could I change myself
through the days of Thailand? What did I want to change in my daily lives?

The biggest difference in circumstances between Thailand and Japan was the life
styles. Bangkok which was the big city over my imagination had two faces as the
rich and the poor. On the contrary Buddhist Temples were huge and glitter.

The strongest impact for me was the style of the service in Payap University.
The ways of hymning for God and conveying messages from God was the best I ever
had. I'm convinced that these experiences can influence my life now on.
The other remembrance is the seeing people at the mountain. I was touched by their
kind words and deed and felt at home. I'm much obliged to them!

It is the point of this study tour that I'll make use the learning of Thailand. The

more I'll study the foreign culture, the more my life can be abundant.
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Lead to all

Kazuko Morita

When I came back to Kyoto taking advantage of marriage. I was able to hear a
story from Mr. Hara about study tour of Thailand. At the moment I heard, I thought
that “ I might be provided in I had not visit it to Thailand by some kind of
opportunities on living by what I experienced from now on different from public
sightseeing” and decided what I participated in immediately.

At first, the stay in Thailand was often surprised because the language and the
custom were different. However, through the encounters of new every day such as
the history, the person, the culture, I was able to feel that I was connected with
Japan as well as Thailand.

While I felt a connection with Thailand every day, a foreign country or the fear to
the thing which I did not know that I felt before departure changed into security all
too soon and I was relaxed and got possible to spend every day. I think that this
change changed how to catch to thing me. I think that I may learn most when I
spend it every day while thinking that all which I learned this time is connected. If I
do so it, I think that I may see a way faster from now on naturally. I want to find
Thailand and the way living with people across the country while looking at one’s
way.

Finally I thank for Thailand all which gave a big connection. And I thank Mr. Hara,
the members of the study tour, people we met in Thailand, from bottom of my heart.

Thank you very much.
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